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PAPERS ON STANDARD BULGARIAN BY THE DEPARTMENT  
OF MODERN BULGARIAN LANGUAGE 

 

This issue of Balgarski ezik features papers by members of the Department 
of Modern Bulgarian Language (DMBL) with the Institute for Bulgarian Language 
Prof. Lyubomir Andreychin which have been dedicated to the 65th jubilee of prof. 
Vladko Murdarov, head of the DMBL and editor-in-chief of the Journal. The 
papers address a number of topical issues concerning the standard language. 

Milen Tomov deals with the peculiarities of the application of the 
traditionality and historicity criterion in the codification of the orthographic norms 
of Bulgarian and the role of the factor of tradition in addressing particular spelling 
issues. 

Ruska Stancheva takes up the same topic in arguing the case of the 
long/short definite article placement rule. The author situates the discussion in the 
broad theoretical framework adopted for Standard Bulgarian and analyses the 
reasons for the rule to be maintained by the codification norms.  

Tatyana Aleksandrova addresses the cases of optional usage of quotation 
marks in Bulgarian journalistic texts, emphasising their role in rendering the 
meaning of the text. 

Katya Charalozova studies the system of the short Bulgarian first names. 
The author derives the semantic invariants of the individual morphological types of 
short male and female first names and proposes a novel classification. 

Margarita Dimitrova presents the results of a statistics-based study on the 
deviations in the use of the reflexive possessive pronoun and the ordinary 
possessive pronouns in the formal public speech. The analysis shows that despite 
the expectations for the weakening of the rule, in practice it is generally observed. 

The papers authored by two young scholars from the Department deal with 
issues in semantics and pragmatics. Nikolay Paskalev explores the semantics of 
lexicalised diminutives, while Iliana Kuneva studies some emphatic words and 
expressions which convey the emotional reactions of the speaker and play the role 
of intensifiers. 

The current issue also features the bibliography of the Bulgarian linguistic 
literature published in the second half of 2012. 
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